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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of the amendment filed Nov. 8, 2007, in which: claims 

1. 3, 5 and 7 are amended; and claims 2 and 6 are cancelled. Claims 1, 3-5, 7 and 8 are 
currently pending and an Office action on the merits follows. 

A How able Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1, 3-5, 7 and 8 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As to claims 1 and 5, U.S. Patent No. 6,427,288 to Saito ("Saito") discloses Saito 
discloses an interface apparatus in Figures 1-3 comprising: a base (1); a display panel 
(20); a shaft (19 and housing of 20) connected to the display panel and movably disposed 
on the base, wherein the shaft is movable in up, down, left, right, or diagonal directions, 
and is rotatable in a plane parallel with a plane of the display panel; wherein when the 
shaft is moved, the shaft simultaneously moves the display panel (Saito, col. 4, 11. 14-31; 
see also col. 5, 1. 57 - col. 6, 1. 42). Saito does not disclose expressly wherein the 
interface apparatus comprises a receiving circuit, the display panel transforming a 
received video signal into an image; or a detecting module generating a detecting signal 
when the shaft is moved, and when the shaft and display panel are rotated in the plane 
parallel with a plane of the display panel, the images displayed on the display panel move 
corresponding to the rotation of the interface apparatus. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,1 15,025 to Buxton et al. ("Buxton") discloses a computer 
system in Figure 1 comprising: a mainframe (10) providing a video signal; and an 
interface apparatus (12, 14) electrically connected to the mainframe, the interface 
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apparatus comprising: a base (inherently suggested in the desktop monitor for supporting 
the display panel); a receiving circuit for receiving the video signal (inherently suggested 
in the display panel for displaying information from the mainframe); a display panel (e.g., 
screen and driving circuitry of 12) for transforming the video signal into an image and 
displaying the image; a shaft (18) connected to the display panel and movably disposed 
on the base, wherein the shaft is rotatable in a plane parallel with a plane of the display 
panel; and a detecting module (14) for detecting a movement of the shaft relative to the 
base and outputting a detecting signal; wherein when the shaft is moved, the shaft 
simultaneously moves the display panel, and the detecting module outputs the detecting 
signal to the mainframe, and when the shaft and the display panel are rotated in the plane 
parallel with a plane of the display panel, the images displayed on the display panel move 
corresponding to the rotation of the interface apparatus (Buxton, col. 4, 11. 4-65.) At the 
time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify the teachings of Saito such that the interface apparatus was provided 
with the mainframe, receiving circuit, display panel and detecting module of Buxton. The 
suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user to change the 
orientation of a physical display while the on screen user interface maintains its original 
orientation, sense changes in the orientation of the physical display, and keep the user 
interface aligned with the user as the display orientation changes to thereby maintain 
position or direction sensitive components of the interface aligned with the user (Buxton, 
col. 1, 11. 7-15) As the orientation of the display changes, the viewpoint of or view port 
onto the object may also change, which is particularly advantageous in applications that 
provide virtual representations of models (Buxton, col. 4, 11. 58-65). 

Furthermore, Saito as modified by Buxton teaches/suggests wherein the shaft (19 
and housing of 20) further comprises at least one handle (e.g., an end of the housing) 
connected to the display panel for a user to move the shaft (Saito, Figs. 1-3). For 
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example, Saito discloses wherein the display panel is to be rotated by applying pressure 
to the display panel to thereby rotate element 19 by hand and change the display 
orientation (Saito, col. 5, 1. 57 - col. 6, 1. 42). 

However, none of the prior art made of record teaches or suggests an interface 
apparatus or computer system comprising a base, a shaft connected to a display panel and 
movably disposed on the base, the shaft comprising at least one handle connected to the 
display panel for a user to move the shaft, the position of each handle being adjustable 
with respect to the display panel, wherein when the shaft is moved, the shaft 
simultaneously moves the display panel, and a detecting module generates a detecting 
signal, and when the shaft and the display panel are rotated in the plane parallel with a 
plane of the display panel, the images displayed on the display panel move corresponding 
to the rotation of the interface apparatus, as claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander S. Beck whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7765. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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